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(TR o)

T2 foetT, 22 7w, 2024

qraL[A. 724().—ZE= FaTel 7 et Metaw [em, 2024 #7 wrEw, [ FSE a9
TEAT ATHTH, 2023 (2023 FT 44) T g7 56 it 3T 4T (2) F @< () X @< (T) F A1 Tiod &
20 T 3T &1 (2) F @ () 3T 3T &7 (4) FTT T&T ATRAT T TN Fd g TAT T TEATd FLAT 6, I
IF ATATIH FT &7 56 i IT &7 (1) AT ATATTHIL T TLHT 6 T FA1AT, TLEATE AART FT
ATEAT HeATw ATFLA. 519(31), T 28 30T, 2024 FIET T & TSI, STETLTII, AT |, T2 3,
I G (i), AT 28 T, 2024 H YT Fohar war ot e e warad g arer UH SRt 7 e
SEH TATIAT G ol TATAAT 2, I ATEGAAT T FATAE FleA ATSAT TSTT ol TIAAT STAAT Tl STASH FAT
ST T A | A1 & f Srafe 6T g & 4 SelT 3% AT AR =T 7T T0 o,

3T I IO i IiAT aTE 29 #ETEd, 2024 FT AT FT ST FAT aF TS off;

ST FET ALHE G 36 TTET (FIAT & Fael § J9q7 & T A&7 i< AT 9 G650F &7 9
[EEIESEE IR DIE-S

7558 G1/2024 Q)
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A, AT, FET TLHIY, TLEATT ATATH, 2023 (2023 7T 44) FiT 91T 56 FT 3T &T7T (2) F @2 (7)
AT G (T) F AqTT II5T &a1=T 20 FY 3T 1T (2) F @ (@) 37T IT G (4) FIT T&T ATRAT T TTRT L
TU 3T EAT FEATHY FaT [Hetas (AT Ar91q 1 i qeen) =, 2017 #1, 39 amat & fEm stewia
T gU e UH SATEsHor | 0@ T ST € AT F3 &7 AT R AT ¢ S 39 At & orefie e qaet
o sreert & e sfiw ordt &t sreamrer o foaT, ST Uw straer ® Foraaies Aees & forg aaamate
T FATH 0T AT T AR T3, Feald GhT Hereiad Sae a7 g, T97d:-
1. |TEr AT T TST—
(1) == AT =7 "ferg 98 AT (Faret w1 ey Aeae) e, 2024 2
(2) T TSI | TERTLH il A T TG 210
2. gfmTg —
(1) == ==t § S a9 T 929 & st srufera 7 21 -
(@) “srtafs” & EET atafaaw, 2023 (2023 F7 44) AT €;
(@) " TR T Feh T TLHRTT F ATHA H g HATAT | Fea 1 T A=, IT T[T TLHTT F ATHA
H T[g AT & 5T 991 & AT 9180 a9 AT9H9d 8;
(M) e ATFHE" F = FIET F T 5 orw G ariied /T grT At fi st
Ffa g
(®) "qArEdrRT gt & =9 et & e 5 % e aiea @ 72 aetd ot
(S) "R Aree” ¥ = FEHt F FEw 3 % 30 7w (1) F orefiq germ s g S e
AT AT TZHATT FATAT & el a7 o e TAT fefas % forw smaer a7t g

(2) I 9TERT T TGS % ST THH TIH & T TATTHT Al & [ohed STAAH § TRATNT &, q5! 372 R0 ST
EEEIEIERE R
3. TEAR qATEN & Sl A -(1)mT 20 #1397 97 (2) F @< (@) F T et gza=me &ar an
FZEE At & et a0 F1 [efad we F Faa Faa gaw arieess grr [ aee 6 a@as
o ST arer Fwreor forfera & ST R ST
g el AUgd TReAaal & F HEH IARHT g7 Head Areer Sy F31 Fag dal
8,381 UAT AeaT aer F11T 93 & G4k Arod hl qich § g ATl GIT ST (AT ST
TR T8 Teqs AT GIRT 980 ®7 § ST(erdd (AT T3T 8T
TR TS AT o I 7 (1) 3 T 0= o6 Tl ST BT 1T (Ao saer UAT saer St g
& AT 5 F AT TeAH TTTAFRTLET FIT ST I8 o TeAf FIT oreeh 7 g7 Tl I fAeiae smaer
ATeqeag I &1 ST

(2) 3T =\ (1) 7= ST ot 3 e ofF fAera srer seTfera R s, s
() TEH UH AT F FILON T ¢ =7 § fFaeor g7 S, e
@) =g Ao Aot a #faa g (i) U sraer & forw s s 1 oo,
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(i) TTE & T F qRATUT AT &= S [etea B ST arar srferd gEa=m aar
T THTL; 3T

(i) fafAfEe safer, s dag faw & srfaes ==Y gt
(3) 37 A=W (1) F el ST Meia sraer i Ifq UHT sraer S g & AT "¢ il oty &
fTae Hataa qatderead arafd w1 As ST

(4) IU-fA=w (1) F 9 g et sraer a9 aF gt &IT SATUAT, ST a6 AT AT ST Feed
Tl ITTEERTT 7 I8 o= 7 F°2 forar g1 & g 20 7 37T (2) & dedie suateia Igeat &
TRt ster ST Jree & 9 9T AT ST "R

4, TS ATAHTIRIAT T T L FAA — (1) TAF TTTerShd e Fefae Arer I 3 377 39 Fftead
T o ToIT Seare |ET &, A7 T AT HF 1T & o (o7 Ao ATHRT A7 ATH=d HaM

(2) s Fetad saer I sreffersh 6T ixh & 9T SATSHT FIT ATSo ATEHRET il forrad & AT
qIErT et i ST & Aread | gg=ra far s

5. YATacia afafd T TS i< HTE-TorTe

(1)  FeiT G A arh Gt &7 Tod wafr S Fefote aeer aftafea g
(P) wilEw=r gi=a- srewe;
(@) "=, fater wr foanT - e, o

(1) af==, TEAR FART- 98e7|
(2) AT TT AR ATAA A THT HT Ao w1 forad ot aaey aieafea g

(P) TTST F HET Taa-eTeT,
(@) of=ra f=fer ar wreargs @Afe oemeft, At w1 - geer; T
() e af=a & 9 757 aEFE & a9 - g7

(3) ST = (1) =¥ 3 97 (2) F el Afoq Fatera AT afara et o [Aea smaer F
ST B9 o a1 o it srafer & ffae do& F00 3T 29 gae § o9+ Aoy srfufertera st &
FT fAae sraer s f==m it &m=r 20 AT 37T 91T (2) F @< (F) 3T IT 77 (4) F Tqq< g AT
GELL

(4) Ff qATEAERT qEfd it 77 § & a8 Feae sraer sitaf==s & o7 20 F 3T 9T (2) * @€
(F) 3T 3T &7 (4) F ATHN TEl &, AT ag UH (Hea SaeT Fl TITET FLe o (o7 AT ITT FHT
e

[FT. €. 24-05/2024-T ]
A% FHTL T, §IFT 9=
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(Department of Telecommunications)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 22nd November, 2024

G.S.R. 724(E).—Whereas a draft of the Temporary Suspension of Telecommunication Services Rules, 2024,
which the Central Government proposes to make in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) of sub-section (2)
and sub-section (4) of section 20 read with clauses (t) and (u) of sub-section (2) of section 56 of the Telecommunications
Act, 2023 (44 of 2023), was published as required by sub-section (1) of section 56 of the said Act vide notification of
the Government of India in the Ministry of Communications, Department of Telecommunications number G.S.R.
519(E), dated the 28th August, 2024, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part Il, section 3, sub-section (i), dated the
28th August, 2024, inviting objections and suggestions from the persons likely to be affected thereby, before the expiry
of the period of thirty days from the date on which the copies of the Official Gazette containing the said notification
were made available to the public;

And whereas copies of the said Official Gazette were made available to the public on the 29th August, 2024;

And whereas the objections and suggestions received from the public in respect of the said draft rules have
been duly considered by the Central Government;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) of sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of
section 20 read with clauses (t) and (u) of sub-section (2) of section 56 of the Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of
2023) and in supersession of the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety)
Rules, 2017, except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession and without overriding the
terms and conditions of existing orders relating to suspensions under those rules, which shall continue to apply till the
date of expiry of the time period for suspension as specified in such order, the Central Government hereby makes the
following rules, namely:-

1.  Short title and commencement. — (1) These rules may be called the Telecommunications (Temporary
Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(@) “Act” means the Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of 2023);

(b) “competent authority” means the Union Home Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs in the case of
the Central Government, or the Secretary to the State Government in-charge of the Home Department in
the case of a State Government;

(c) “nodal officer” means any officer designated by an authorised entity for the purpose of these rules;
(d) “review committee” means the committee constituted under rule 5 of these rules;

(e) “suspension order” means an order for temporary suspension of telecommunication service or any class
of telecommunication services, issued by the competent authority under sub-rule (1) of rule 3 of these
rules.

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined herein but defined in the Act shall have the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3.  Temporary suspension of telecommunication services.—(1) The directions to suspend any telecommunication
service or any class of telecommunication services under clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 20, shall only be
issued by suspension order, and for reasons to be recorded in writing by a competent authority:

Provided that where, due to unavoidable circumstances, it is not feasible for a suspension order to be
issued by the competent authority, such suspension order may be issued by an officer not below the rank
of a Joint Secretary to the Central Government, who has been duly authorised by the competent authority:

Provided further that a suspension order issued under the first proviso to sub-rule (1) shall be subject
to its confirmation by the competent authority, within twenty-four hours of issuance of such order, failing
which the suspension order shall cease to exist.

(2) Any suspension order issued under sub-rule (1) shall be published and,-
(@) clearly state the reasons for such order; and

(b) be limited to- (i) addressing the specific reasons for such order;
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(ii) clearly defined geographical area and type of telecommunication service required to be
suspended; and

(iii) a specified duration, not exceeding fifteen days.

(3) A copy of the suspension order issued under sub-rule (1) shall be forwarded to the concerned review
committee within a period of twenty-four hours from the issuance of such order.

(4) No suspension order under sub-rule (1) shall be made, unless the authority issuing such order has
considered that the objectives set forth under sub-section (2) of section 20, cannot be achieved by any
other reasonable means.

4.  Designation and duties of nodal officers. — (1) Each authorised entity shall designate a nodal officer for every
service area, or State or Union territory, to receive and implement the suspension order.

(2) Any suspension order shall be communicated in writing or through a secure electronic communication, to
the nodal officer, by an officer not below the rank of Superintendent of Police.

5. Constitution and working of the review committee. — (1) The Central Government shall constitute a review
committee, consisting of the following members, namely:-

(a) Cabinet Secretary - Chairperson;
(b) Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs -Member; and
(c) Secretary, Department of Telecommunications -Member.
(2) Every State Government shall constitute a review committee, consisting of the following members,

namely:-

(a) Chief Secretary of the State -Chairperson;

(b) Secretary Law or Legal Remembrancer In-Charge, Legal Affairs -Member; and

(c) Secretary to the State Government, other than the Home Secretary -Member.

(3) The concerned review committee constituted under sub-rule (1) and (2) shall meet within five days of
issuance of any suspension order and record its findings as regards whether the suspension order is in
accordance with clause (b) of sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 20 of the Act.

(4) Where the review committee is of the opinion that the suspension order is not in accordance with clause
(b) of sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 20 of the Act, it may pass an order setting aside such
suspension order.

[F. No. 24-05/2024-UBB]
DEVENDRA KUMAR RAI, Jt. Secy.
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